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ISSUES ADDRESSED WITH DESIGN BY MENDOTA CONSULTING: 

The majority of the 17 acre Cemetery’s existing drainage was directed to-

ward the Mausoleums.  During large rain events, the stormwater runoff 

would waterfall down the two story Mausoleum’s grand staircase.  As a re-

sult, the Mausoleum’s stairs, structure, and concrete deteriorated to be-

come a hazard.  In addition, the Cemetery’s remaining grave sites did not 

have a vehicle access road.  Finally, the design and construction had to 

work around existing grave sites and coordinate 

with funeral services on a very sensitive site.    

 

MENDOTA CONSULTING DESIGN SOLUTIONS: 

Mendota utilized the limited documents available 

from the Cemetery with the collected survey data 

to evaluate cost-effective options to alleviate the 

drainage and access problems.  After completing 

an analysis of the site, Mendota proposed a net-

work of storm sewer 

inlets, piping, and 

draintile to address 

the drainage prob-

lems.  We reconfig-

ured the roadway to 

slope away from the 

Mausoleums and pro-

vided a safe overflow location and outlet for the stormwater.  Finally, Men-

dota evaluated options for the driveway to provide safe access for funeral 

services and utilized onsite excavation to create an embankment to limit 

lost grave sites and save money on construction haul off costs. 

TESTIMONIAL FROM THE OWNER: 

“Racine Catholic Cemeteries recently com-

pleted a two-year, $750,000 multi-phase 

project to rehabilitate our largest Mausole-

um, as well as redesign and reconfigure the 

cemetery drainage, which was the root 

cause of our issues.  Mendota Consulting designed, en-

gineered, and oversaw all aspects of the drainage and 

associated major landscaping project for us.  We could 

not be happier with the results as well as the communi-

cation and attention to detail along the way.  We highly 

recommend Mendota Consulting.” 

PROJECT OVERVIEW — CALVARY CATHOLIC CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM  
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